
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Mat 19, 1858.] 



THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



59 



9exKmttoretsf — tb« necessity of aficiiu judge to de- 
«*» oor gapatea. Wffl he tell ni wSmems Svhtff 
ja^Utetaefennd? aadbow we ants eonnlt him, 
and what are las eredealwli Oat be u a judge whom 
we can both trust ? We sbeold haT« supposed that he 
meant Pope Pins IX., but that, from asnieqnent para- 
fraph in the same letter, we collect that he (Dr. 
<J«»gbty) M one of the "^ two hundred millions of Catho- 
lic* ' who, while they hold the supremacy or primacy 
(mne the one, sorae ti» otAer, we snt^Htae, the things 
Mag TMy different} ofthe present pontiff, do not ad- 
mit his infalliMEty. TUi i» just one of the questions on 
which we have r^ieated^ attempted before to get Dr. 
Geraghty's <^>ioion, tut aerer till now could get him to 
eommit himself about. Bat if Dr. G.'s living jnd?e be 
not infallible^ we b^ to decline submitting oarselres to 
his jorisdietiaa. Perhaps, to enable as to understand his 
TiewaaUttie mere distioctly, Dr. G. will now tell us 
franUy whether he belieres the newly defined dogma of 
" the Immacniate Conceplion ;" and if so, upon what 
grounds or authority. 

If, however, we are right in supposing that Dr. G. 
believes the Pope Co be the supreme bishop, though not 
infallible, does he think the Pope, though follible, to be 
the ''liviiig judge" that w« ought to refer our disputes to? 
and if so, to what living judge does he think we ought to 
refer the prtlimHary g»t>tien, coneeming Ti4iich we are 
alone disputing at present, viz., whether the Pope has or 
not any jast presensions te be that living jadge? Dr. 
Geraghty mnst surdy see that this is the real question, 
and cannot be got rid of by any supposed necessity, in the 
abstract, for a living trilmnal; and if he were not Terr 
(treng^ wedded to his preconceived opinions he migfit 
■urdy easily see that the burthen lies upon Aim to prore, 
and not upon us to disprove, sueh pretensions. 

It would be but a serry thii^, w« think, to snbstitute 
any other fallible tribnmd for the reason with whieh, 
tjbtaogh fallible, it has pleased God to endow us, guided, 
as we hope it is, by His living word, and enlightened, we 
tni^ by that Holy Spirit which He has in that word 
promised to those who ask It in sincerity. If God has ' 
established such a living judge, fallible or infallible, it 
would, of course, be our duty to refer all matters, lawfully 
within his appointed jurisdiction, to his decision, once we 
are satisfied that God has so appointed him. Let us, 
Imwever, be very sure that such judge has been so ap- 
pointed, or his error may be om- ruin. 

We confess we scarcely know what Dr. G. means by 
gome of the arguments he uses in bis present letter. In 
the same breath that be iinists on the necessity of a living 
judge, he seems to sneer at the idea that stliving evangelist 
or living Cyprian is necessary to explain what he calls 
afterwards the evident sense of Matt. xvi. 18. "Do we 
seed," says Dr. Q., " the living evangelist to tell ns who 
is meant here by this rock? or a lining Cyprian to tetl-na 
if that Church, wbjcS in one place, he wriUi, is bnilt oti a 
rock, is the same with that which, in many other places, he 
decUrea, as plain as dumb letters can, to be built on Peter ?" 
We quite agree with Dr. Geraghty in admitting that 
we ought to be satisfied with what he is pleased to call 
the dumb letters of Scripture, without being so unreason- 
able as to insist upon what God h^s not been pleased to give, 
either to us or to St Cyprian, & Hiring evangelist, or a 
■living judge to interpret the evangelist's meaning. We 
have no idea, however, of assuming St Cyprian, dead or 
living, as our only guide to the meaning of the passage 
in dispute, to the exclusion of all others, were it ever so 
•clear, which we think it is not, that he difiered from the 
rest of the Fathers in his interpretattoa of it. We thought 
that the doctrine of the Council of Trent was, that we 
were not to interpret Scripture except in accfwdance 
with the unanimous consent of the Fathers ; but Dr. G. 
seems to think that St. Cyprian (supposing him to be on 
his aide) is everything^ and the rest nothing. " I con- 
fess," says he, "I was trritattdat the boldidea of putting 
the authority of so ancient and so gr^ a saint into one 
scale, and that of Iiaunoy all bmeJud <u he it bif 44 
of them, into the other." Peihapa his irritation might 
nave somewhat eubsidisd if he had taken the trouble to 
see who the 44 were of whom be speaks thra con^ 
temptuonsly. Win oor readers bdieve tKkt tbey include 
the venerable names of St. Chiyaaetom, St Augustine, 
St Ambrose, St Cyril, St Hilary, St Gregory, St 
Thomas Aquinas, and a host of others, including four 
or five Popes, each ef whom, we suppose, was, 
acc or di n g to^Dr. G.'s bdief, Sapreme Bishop- is his day, 
aid the than eoly /ivinf judge of oontroversies to vbom 
Dr. G. could have referred if he had lived then, instead of 
now. And yet be>caaU; sneers at " the 44 of them," a* 
if they were of no wei^t whatever ; as aU living " a cen- 
tury, at least, too Uta^ to gi« avardiet If ic< insisted 
lOtt azduding from th» jnig who was to try the case every 
Fathei who^vsdafliai u« diaja.*^ St. Cyprian,, there is not^ 
we firmly believe, a ainide dogpuk, in which the Chnrch of 
Borne now differs Gram tneBetemed Cbarch», as to which 
the unanimous verditt wotdaaot b* In fkvour of the lattea. 
When Or. G. can find atty quotation in favonr of his 
views, he nxvu seruplw toi^attii^t.teing '' a century 
too.Ittar" eaen thoi^ it tny htmrnmA centnries later 
itlHl the great Fathers whom he so contemptuously treats 
■I notldog in the scale against Cyprian. Bnt amgthing 
aMoantsta proof with, oontroveatsi^ns wbo^ai^iaia sap- 
wart- of wecu u ee l re d - optniwm, when it SCTT«»toiBake in 
fitvonr (uhthese opinibiis ; while notA^p'amouitrtgr^oo^ 



or is of any weigbt whatever, if it makes against them. 
We beg to remind Dr. 6., howevo-, that in the present 
case he is neither jury or judge, bat a mere advocate; tbe 
public is th« tribiuial to whom w* mnst botb a|)ply for tbe 
verdict, aad, with the dedsion of impartial miauls, we mnst 
both rest'satisfied, whether we like their decision or net. 
On Ms preliminary question, at least, the ezereiso of 
private judgment is absolutely indiq>ensable. 

Dr. G. cannot, or will not, acknowledge the distinction 
between the precedency and the supremacy of the Bishop 
ofBoma. We think we are guilty of no hair-splitting 
whatever in insisting on it. St Cyprian's testimony 
makes, certainly, in favour of the former, bat not at all of 
the latter. His whole conduct (voves that he acknow- 
ledged no iitpremaey. He evidently viewed all Bishops 
as co-equals in point of power and authority, though 
widely different in rank. At the period when St Cyprian 
lived there was no reason whatever why liume, as the 
great capital of the empire, should not be considered the 
principal see, and the rallying point of that unity which 
St. Cyprian so eagerly desired to maintain and promote. 
Rome had not then disclosed her extravagant pretensions 
to universal empire, and the jealonsy and opposition which, 
at a subsequent period, was roused in the African Church 
by her attempted encroachments, did not then exist, or 
was only feebly excited. Yet how vigorously did St. 
Cyprian oppose the Bishop of Bome the moment they dif- 
fered in opinion, even upon such a point as the rebaptizing 
of heretics ! This Dr. G. cannot and does not deny. 
Will he say that if St. Cyprian and his friend Firmilian 
hadlookednpon Pope Stephen as they would have lopked 
on St. Peter if still living, that they would have opposed Aim 
in the way they did Pope Stephen, or written of him in 
the same disparaging and contemptuous manner ? ' 

Dr. Geraghty asks us bow we can account for the 
Fathers who differed so widdy in their interpretation of 
the passage in St Matthew aff escaping from the con- 
demnation of the Church? 

Ouranswer is very simple — that, in the time of St Chry- 
sostom, St. Augustine, and the rest of the Fathers quoted 
by I>aunoy, no one had any notion that such a web of 
sophistry would be woven out of the text in question, and 
none were so fanciful as to toppose that itcould be A<retiW 
to treat the fUth confessed by Peter as tbe rock or founda- 
tion on which the Church was built. That many of the 
Fathers who were never accused of heresy did so inter- 
pret it, whether they were right or wrong, is, however, 
not a matter of argument, but a simple matter of fact ; 
aad, therefore, it is useless to call for explanations how 
it onM be so, when an appeal to the passages still extant 
in their writings puts the matter beyond dispute. 

We shall have something farther lo say to St. Cyprian 
hereafter, bat shall close what we have to say forthepresent 
by reminding oar readers of what we have already said, so 
far back as December, 1856. (Catholic Layman, vol. 
v., p. 136^. One question alone -rei)sains. Is it possible 
to reconcile all these great authorities together — viz., the 
four classes of Fathers enumerated by Laanoy ? On one 
theory, viz., that of tbe modern Church of Kome, it is 
impossible. On the other, that of the Church of England, 
it is easy. The differences, in fact, as has been well ob- 
served by an able modem writer (the Kev. Sannderson 
Bobins), are more apparent than real. " For whether we 
speak of the act of confession, or the faith confessed, or of 
Christ, who is the sapreme object, or of the principle ■ob- 
jectively considered, either in the body qf the Apostles, or 
in Peter^as representing them ; the prevailing idea is one 
and the same. It makes, however, a very important 
difli»eBee whether Peter is spoken of as the type of a prin- 
ciple common to his colleagues and. to all Christians, or 
wbecher he is considered as pre-eminent fiH account of a 
gift peculiar to himself : the former is what the primitive 
writers really affirm ; tbe latter is the glow which Roman- 
ists are anxious to pnt upon tbeir statements." What we 
require is, the production (rf some clear primitive testi- 
mony, that by the application of the text in St Matthew, 
xvi. 38, wheHier personally to St. Peter, or to the faith ha 
had just confessed, hia supreme power over the whole 
Church was undemtood ; bnt for that we have searched in 
vidn, and we think we may oonfidendy assert that nothing 
of the kind can be found either in St Cyprian or elsewhere. 

COLLIER, THE HIGHWAYMAN. 

TO THS EDITOS. OF THK CATHOUC LAVMAV. 

f ouB BoNona,— It's a long time since I wrote yon a 
line, and when I stopped at a public house a bit ago, I 
come on a book* with a hiatoiy of a man 1 knew well, 
as who didnt In Ifesth and DnUia eoanties, ten yearl 
■go — It's Collier, the highwayman, I'm talking of, 

Many's tbe time I beard them stories talked over in 
ina own gablioJioaae on tbe Ashboome-roMly afkei be 
come back from sogering is the West India, where he 
was sent at last ; and all them stories is in the book ; 
how he robbed ttie rich add give to the poor, and how, 
many a time, he ran with, ue dragoons and banting 
horsemen after him, and still got dear, where not another 
fox in Meath would; and ^1 tbe mail coaches be robbed 
— six, no less ; and one time, by himself alone, with no 
body to help him, only sticks set up at the back of the 



' Wt> woald bet of our rMden to reCer ktck to the extracts from 
St. Qrcitnfm wmksi «)»<■ iBoarlM* Anwiy notalMf.B %t we (MI 
ao aoabt u to tluie verduton tho matter. 

. WeanppoHtbokolik wMsh AtMarnvtrsfevu tbe "Life and 
Adventures aTMichul CoUiw, the oclobratad I.etai«er HIchwAnnu. 
enapHed with care btJokUAt>paMt DtoghM^ iMk^^ 



ditch, with hats a top of them, and he firing for ttev 
ait, and had the mail bags and the parses to Ma pieai«% 
Ifor fear the old hats beyont the dHch would fin again I 
Well, it beats all, them stories ; sure it beats " Freney 
■the Robber," the book I got my schooling in."" And theo 
lo think of all that happened to poor Mick Collier's men ; 
•otA of firar and twenty men, fourteen was hanged, aix 
was shot, two tran^mrled (them was in luck), one fgt 
away to America, and only one living in Ireland whan 
Collier died in 1849. 

WeH, tiiere was wfld times in Ireland not long agv,. 
whenidl that could be done. But what wonder, yonr 
honour, when most of tbe boys got their schooling ta 
Freney the Bobber, and no other book. Sure, wasn't it 
myself was in luck not to take after the schocrfing I^ 
got ? Well, that's a good bit mended now anymj. 
Isn't it queer it wasn't mended till a while ago ? and 
isn't there a great deal to mend yet ? Now, isn't it a 
wonder our dergy, tiiat make* such brags of their 
power on the people, didn't mend it before 2 Sore I 
mind the schools that come in next after the old schools 
that taught Freney tbe Bobber ; them was called di» 
Eildare-place schools, and Freney was pat out, aad 
the Bible put in : wasn't there the hunting and the 
larrying then f Wasn't the priest ever more huiting: 
the children out, and the children stealing baok again 
when all was quiet ? Many the time my own children 
was hunted because the Bible was read. But sure when 
I was at school it was all quiet ; never a-priest bonttf 
me for reading Freney the Bobber. Most like, Collier 
and his men got their schooling in that bode, and 
wouldn't it put them on thinking what they could do ? 
'Deed I bdieve the children liked school better then than 
they do now. Never a child of miiw ever loved a schoot 
book the way I did Freney the Bobber. 

Now, I wouldn't say anything against my dergy, or tbeir 
power with the people. There's a deal of good and quiet 
men among them. But, in my notion, their power is great 
one way, and is little another way. A priest is mighfef 
strong to get the people riz, when he pleases it ; hut, £«■. 
if he was to go for to stop the people at anything, he would 
find he couldn't stand in their way ; and the priests doesn't 
like to try that, for fear of letting down their power vrith 
the people. Sure enongh, a priest can give a deal of good 
advice, if he doesn't do any harm, or tiry to go too strong. 
Isn't there the story in the book how ColKer bad a burd 
ran for 12 miles to Stamallen, in Meath, with horsemen 
after him, across the country, and sat down upon St. 
Sheelab's day to have a glass of whiskey to set him up, and 
incomes the girl crying out, "He is coming;" and the 
house had no other door, and down p<^ Collier on his 
knee forenent the door, with his big pistol, full of slugs, 
rested on his left arm ; and who comes in only Bev. Mr. 
Ennis, thepriest, to see whatthe boys was doing in the publio- 
houseon St. Sheelah's day. And, sureenoagfa, Collierdrop* 
his pistol, and— "' Oh,yoaanfortanateman,'says thepriest, 
' is it you that is fcore?' 'Yes, your reverence,' replied 
Collier. ' I have only just come through a hard chase.' 
On whictlie was exhorted to a change of life; that he 
should leave the confines of the parish, and not continue 
with thejioek, to all of which he promised a ready obe- 
dience."* For it's himself that wanted that time to be 
elsewhere. But sure the priests couldnt handle the boys 
that followed Collier's example as easy when they were 
at (lusiness. Doesn't the book tell as of a party which 
" robbed the house of Rev. Mr. Sheridan, at Ballinlough, 
P.P. of Painstown, consisting of thirteen men, who eat- 
pected to find the sum of £500, which be had callected to 
build a chapel, bat fortunately he placed it in Dublin. Ue 
was shot at while expostulating with the robbers from an up- 
perwindow, and heonly saved his life by stooping hia head 
to let the contents of a blunderbuss pass over it."* There 
is notbiog in Ireland like ducking your head in time ; 
and indeed Mr. Sheridan was a kind man, and al- 
though they eat hia supper and drank his wine, and he 
looking on and not getting his share, when nine of them 
was sentenced to be hanged at Trim, he begged them off 
and got them only transported ; and I wouldn't won- 
der if he gave them absolution too, only the book doesn't 
say it. But I wonder did Father Sheridan think that 
night of the schooUng the boys got in Freney tbe Bobber, 
and wbetiier the Bible would be as bad. 

SuntbiA't the way it is now with the Ribbon Society, 
that's tife worst of the old thiMt that's now standing. 
Snrefte priests would all stop that if they coutd, f^it 
takes tbe boys from nnder them. Wasnt I in the chlQtd 
of the Bev. Mr. M'Kenna, in Meath, 10 years ago, whan 
he preached again the Ribbonmen, and didn't the whole 
congr^atioo walk out sooner nor hear thanselrea akoted. 
So, your honour, Frepey is gone by, and Collier too. 
I'm only sonry it wan't the dergy jpat them down^ bat 
only the pdis. Bnt tbe Bibbonmea is getting up m%h^ 
strong in these parts since the Sepoys riz, looking for theur 
own turn next Sure it isn't the fault of the cler^, for 
they would put them down, only they couldn't; and they 
couldn't if they would. For stu« them that UVM l^ tm 
people has to follow tiie people; aad that** as true ai 
that I'm PAg MnaEAT, of Westmeath. 

> It i> >tated in the Report of the Commiuian of Inquiiy into 
School* In Ireland, a.d. Uit, that tba "HUtonr of Froner tba 
Robber" nid("Mon nandstK'-incetticnadUtlMeUlMMgammoaIr 
iaoM litthe"bedi«ach*oW*laMlaiid. ■ 

• LifkorcoWar, p.3Ti irvtovelartrib.a^Mtl 
eorrecdr kIvso. 

< Lite «t Corns', p> a. 



